
CHAPTER VIII 

THE MEETING-HOUSE 

AND THE GUNS OF BUNKER HILL 

The old Jaffrey Meeting-house is beautiful for situation, but is not 
in itself more beautiful or stately than a dozen meeting-houses that 
may be seen in a two hours' drive in New England on a summer after
noon. No famous architect drew its lines; it lacks the pillared por
tico and dentilated cornice that distinguished many of later years. 
In its plain exterior it is one of the few remaining examples of the 
early type known as the barn meeting-house. And yet it is prized 
in Jaffrey as the town's dearest possession; a barn, if you will, but a 
barn glorified and sanctified by its uses and associations. Its rough 

THE MEETING-HOUSE 

posts exposed to view with the ax-marks of the hewers upon them 
the people of Jaffrey would not exchange for alabaster columns in
laid with mother-of-pearl. The old Meeting-house is treasured be
cause of its associations with the heroic age in town and nation, with 
love of home and country and all that knits the human heart to its 
environment. Maxwelton's banks are bonny, not because they are 
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more beautiful than the banks of a thousand meadow brooks unknown 
and unsung, but because they are associated in poetry and song with 
a sentiment universal in its appeal to the human heart. Association 
has made shrines of a dozen old country inns because at some time 
when on a journey Washington spent in them an uncomfortable night. 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia is not the greatest or most beauti
ful building in the city, nor is Faneuil Hall to be compared with 
Boston's marvels of modern architecture. They are prized because 
they are associated with the birth of the nation and because from them 
were disseminated the principles of government by the people upon 
which was founded the great united fabric of town, State, and Nation. 

The old Jaffrey Meeting-house was our fathers' temple and forum 
and it remains our only relic of Colonial days and of the Revolution. 
When it was erected the town as an organized community with the 
power to levy taxes was less than two years old. And simultaneously 
with this charge upon its slender resources came the burden of the 
war. (See Revolution; Hard Times.) Already the battles of Lexing
ton and Concord had been fought and sixteen or more of the young 
men of the town had responded to the call for military service in de
fense of their liberties. 

Never in the history of Jaffrey has any public work been under
taken in the face of such difficulties as beset the people in taking their 
first steps in ordered government. They had voted money to the 
limit of their resources for roads, for the support of the gospel, and 
for building the meeting-house. So unfavorable were the times that 
the building committee could not even produce the essential barrel 
of rum for the festivities that should by custom accompany the rais
ing of the town meeting-house. In these straits Captain Henry 
Coffeen, a public spirited citizen, came to the relief of the burdened 
town officers by providing the rum on credit, and by the loan of all 
he had to spare, two Spanish milled dollars, silver money, as will 
appear hereafter. 

The raising of the Jaffrey meeting-house was the first important 
community event in the history of the town, and it was rendered 
especially memorable by the extraordinary circumstances under 
which it was undertaken. The story of the raising was a fireside tale 
in every old Jaffrey family for nearly one hundred years, and always 
as its most essential part it was related that while the fathers and their 
invited guests were engaged in their heavy work they heard down 
over the eastern horizon, the far-off rumble of the guns of Bunker 
Hill, signifying that war had begun. 
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From the scanty record that has been preserved in Jaffrey, many 
details are omitted, but the raising of a meeting-house in New Eng
land had become so standardized that in the many accounts preserved 
in other towns may be read, with a fair presumption of accuracy, the 
story of the raising in Jaffrey. It is not to be supposed that the great 
posts and beams of an old-time meeting-house were lifted to their 
final position one at a time, as in modern construction. The sills 
were first laid and levelled upon a temporary or permanent founda
tion, with cross sills and floor joists, all framed together into a single 
unit. The upright portions were framed in "broadsides" on the 
ground, a "broadside" being a full side of the building. In the ab
sence of modern lifting devices, these framed sections, sometimes 
weighing tons, were lifted to their upright positions by a multitude 
of men with "spike poles" of varying length, from eight to twenty 
feet, succeeding each other in the order of length of implements, each 
manned by as many men as could gain a hand-hold. Thus the broad
side rose by intermittent lifts from the horizontal to its perpendicular 
position. 

Even when a dwelling house was to be raised, it required the aid 
of all the neighbors for the task, with labor freely contributed, but 
with the owner supplying adequate refreshments to maintain the 
strength and interest of the workers. But when a meeting-house 
was to be raised all business was suspended and surrounding towns 
were invited to share in the labors and festivities of the occasion. 
Such a gathering furnished a theatre for feats of daring and strength; 
wrestling and lifting matches were held before a gaping assembly. 
The properly conducted raising opened with the saying of a prayer 
over the heads of the throng and closed with the breaking of a bottle 
of spirits over the ridge pole. To attract the necessary multitude 
of workers there was one unfailing expedient-an unlimited supply of 
intoxicants. In all the ages no inducement to stir an indifferent citi
zen to patriotic endeavor ever was devised comparable to the oppor
tunity to "wet his whistle" without cost. On one such occasion it 
is recorded that only by surreptitious hiding was a small bottle of 
spirits saved from prior consumption for the final ceremony. 

The History of Hancock, New Hampshire, records that on November 
4, 1788, the town voted to purchase three barrels of rum for the raising 
which was to occur the following September 15. On September 2, 
1789, a committee of four was appointed to invite fifty men for the 
raising as well as the town preacher, while on September 7 a com
mittee of six was appointed "to take care of and deal out the 
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Liquor" as well as "to provide half a hundred of shugar, two Barrells 
Beer, and all needful vesals for holding and earring drink." Many 
other town histories record similar supplies. Rindge, which had two 
meeting-house raisings, records that "seldom has the town had the 
honor of welcoming so many strangers" as on those occasions. An 
examination of many records of the building of early New England 
meeting-houses has revealed no instance where the work of raising was 
included in the building contract or where it was performed for hire. 
But the labor of cutting, drawing, and preparing the lumber re
quired long and careful planning while that of framing with mortice 
and tenon the immense timbers and laying them out in proper place 
for the raising called for the knowledge of men skilled in carpentry. 
Thus the records show that almost invariably this preparatory work 
was done by contract and that frequently the contractor called to 
his aid men of experience from other towns. 

The great day of the raising having come and passed and the frame 
timbers having been securely pinned in place, many weeks and even 
months sometimes elapsed before the skeleton of the building finally 
was covered, while it might be years before the limited finances of 
the community allowed the building to be completed for actual use. 
In Francestown, New Hampshire, the historian relates that the frame 
was raised in June, 1775, but the house was not completed for several 
years. 

Our few records show that Jaffrey proceeded according to the ac
cepted custom of the times and it requires only a knowledge of those 
customs derived from a study of other records of the period to make 
the picture complete. On April 26, 1774, it was voted 

to build a meeting house on the common near the senter this and the ensuing year 
-Roger Gilmore, William Turner Alex' McNeil a Committee to see the same 
affected, the above Committee to Vendue sd house to the last bidder. 

At the same meeting it was voted that the house should be forty feet 
wide, fifty-five in length with posts twenty-seven feet high. At a 
meeting in July following it was voted 

to Reconsider their vote in Building a meeting-house also their vote in Chose of 
a Committee, then Voted s<l meetinghouse Sixty feet in Lenth, Forty-five wide, 
the Posts twenty-seven feet in Lenth also voted to have a Porch at each end of sd 
hous. Voted Mr Roger Gilmore Mr Willm Turner Mr Matthew Wallace be a 
Committee to see the work affected in Building s<l house. 

Voted that the Comee shall expose s<l house to sail at Public Vendue by the first 
wednesday of Sept next, also Voted that the Great timber of s<l house be hewed 
by the first day of Decem' next, also voted fifteen pounds L. M. towards building 
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sd house, to be paid by the first day of December Next, also Voted that sd house
shall be Raised by the Middle of June Next at the towns Cost. 

Roger Gilmore, William Turner, and Matthew Wallace all had come ' 
from Londonderry, where a meeting-house had been raised with the 
aid of "four hundred weight of cheas and 2000 Biskit and 3 Barl of 
Rum & 5 Barl of Syder," so they knew what was required for such 
occasions. 

The contract for building the house was let to Samuel Adams, then 
of Rindge, a young man twenty-four years of age, who was the lowest 
bidder. No copy of the contract with Adams has been found, but 
it is clear by the several votes recorded that the raising was not in
cluded, but reserved to the town committee, to be effected in the 
customary manner at the "towns Cost," as a later discussion and 
vote made special mention of all necessary "utensils" for the raising 
to be provided by the town. 

The timbers for the Meeting-house were cut on a school lot easterly 
of Thorndike Pond and probably were drawn to the Common over 
the snow in December, 1774. On the first Monday in May, 1775, 
citizens gathered to clear the Common. Doubtless about this time 
Samuel Adams commenced the work of framing. But since he was 
young, although having experience in connection with work on the 
Rindge meeting-house, progress was not so rapid as he hoped and the 
skill required to frame a building sixty feet long and forty-five feet. 
wide without supporting posts perhaps was beyond his capacity. In 
view of the time set for the raising-" the Middle of June next"
he sought expert assistance. His brother-in-law, Jeremiah Spofford, 
of Georgetown (now Groveland), Massachusetts, was a skilled me
chanic, having had much experience in the construction of large 
buildings. Adams secured his aid, and Jeremiah Spofford, with 
Jacob Spofford and Joseph Haskell, also of Georgetown, came to 
Jaffrey to assist the work. That their aid was effective is evident 
from the fact that the raising was accomplished during the week end
ing June 17, 1775. 

That the tremendous task was accomplished with the attendant 
ceremony demanded by the customs of the times is indicated by the 
statement of Thomas K. Goff, descendant in the fourth generation 
of the chief character (see Vol. II), that John Eaton, the town's Jack
of-all-trades, stood on his head on the ridge-pole. No current record 
is shown as to refreshment, but that Henry Coffeen, active at the 
raising of the first Rindge meeting-house, knew what was needed 
on such occasions and met the requirement, is shown by a vote of the 
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town in March, 1780, that he be paid "for the barrel of rum expended 
at the raising of the meeting-house and two dollars silver money he 
lent the town." 

As already stated, it is the dearest tradition of the town of Jaffrey 
that its first meeting house was raised on the day of the battle of 
Bunker Hill, and that while engaged in their heavy undertaking the 
fathers heard the rumble of guns of that battle as they paused for 
rest between lifts and especially during the noon intermission. This 
tradition fixes the date of the raising as June 17, 1775. It is certain 
that this story was repeated without contradiction during the life of 
many responsible people who were present at the raising and knew 
the facts and who had no interest in perpetuating a tale without 
foundation; and no evidence has been found that it ever was ques
tioned until reviewed by Judge Joel Parker in an address at the Cen
tennial celebration on August 20, 1873. Judge Parker's address was 
of great historical value, but his adverse verdict upon the old tradi
tion of the raising of the Meeting-house was a blow to many who had 
treasured the story told by the fathers. 

Following the Centennial celebration the years passed rapidly into 
history with such changes that a new town of Jaffrey rested upon the 
old foundations. Judge Parker's opinion remained a matter of rec
ord as published in Cutter's History of Jaffrey and was generally ac
cepted, while the fireside tale of the fathers almost faded from the 
memory of the living. But the story constituted one of the town's 
most cherished possessions and its loss seemed to shatter the founda
tions of the faith. Thus it appears a worthy undertaking again to 
examine all the records pertaining to the story with a view to estab
lishing its truth or falsity in the light of all pertinent evidence and 
pro ba bili ties. 

Judge Parker's newly discovered evidence and his decision thereon 
are best presented in his own words: 

There is a tradition that the Meeting-house was raised on the day of the battle 
of Bunker Hill and that the guns of the battle were heard here. But this must 
be a mistake. When the matter is examined the probabilities are against it. It 
is hardly probable that guns fired at Charlestown could be heard here, with the 
New Ipswich hills and the forest intervening, even on a quiet day when there was 
no meeting-house to raise. Moreover, the battle was on Saturday, which is as 
good a day for a battle as any, but would hardly be selected as a day to raise a 
meeting-house, lest there should be some work remaining which ought to be per
formed the next day. 

The conclusion to be derived from improbabilities is fortified by direct hearsay 
evidence. I received a letter a few days since from Dr. Jeremiah Spofford, of 
Groveland, Mass., in which he says, "My father, Jeremiah Spofford, as a master-



174 HISTORY OF JAFFREY 

carpenter, framed that church. He was employed to do it by Captain Samuel 
Adams, whose wife was his sister. Jacob Spofford and Joseph Haskell went up 
with him to work on the frame. . . . My father often related, seventy years 
ago, that they raised the house, and that, ending his job, they set out for home 
the next day, travelling 'ride and tie', three men, with one horse to carry tools 
and ease the men in turn; and that, coming down through Townsend, in the fore
noon, they heard the roar of cannon, which proved to be the cannon of Bunker 
Hill, and coming over the Westford hills, in the evening, they saw the light of 
Charlestown burning. . . . Captain Adams was one of the contractors to build 
the house, and was a carpenter himself." 

It may be objected that "unlucky" Friday was as little likely as Saturday to 
be selected as the day to begin such a work. But the explanation seems easy. 
The town had voted to raise by the middle of June. There would be a desire and 
time for compliance. The fifteenth of June was Thursday. If we suppose that 
to be the day selected and there was some unfinished work to be done on Friday 
to complete the job, we shall have the carpenters on their homeward way on Sat
urday, in the localities in which Mr. Jeremiah Spofford placed them. We may 
give up the tradition without a sigh. Neither the Meeting-house nor the battle 
suffers by the loss of it. 

The evidence upon which Judge Parker rests his conclusions may 
be resolved into uncontroverted and controvertible points. The un
controverted points are: 

1. That Jeremiah Spofford and his associates were the carpenters 
who assisted in framing the Meeting-house. 

2. That they had completed their work and were on their way 
home on Saturday, June 17, 1775. 

3. That at Townsend they heard the sound of cannon firing and 
at Westford in the evening saw the lights of burning Charlestown. 
That they heard the sound of cannon-fire is supported by evidence 
hereafter to be cited; that they had left Jaffrey sometime on Friday, 
their work completed, may be assumed from the fact that they were 
God-fearing men, against whose principles it would be to travel on 
the Sabbath, and that they were making their slow journey "ride 
and tie" as rapidly as possible to reach Georgetown, where Jeremiah 
Spofford was deacon, by Saturday night. 

4. That the Meeting-house was not erected on Friday. Friday 
was the "witches' Sabbath," universally regarded as an unfortunate 
day upon which to initiate any undertaking, even those relatively 
unimportant, much less one of the magnitude of raising a meeting
house. Sailors would not go to sea nor workmen undertake new em
ployment on that day. There was a current saying that she who 
bakes bread on Friday will get little bread. Only vinegar could be 
made successfully on Friday. "He who laughs on Friday will weep 
on Saturday." 
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The controvertible points are: 
1. That Jeremiah Spofford and his associates assisted at the rais

ing. As has been shown before, the raising was a community under
taking, requiring a vast number of men, and in this case as well as in 
other towns was carried out at "towns cost," and was not a part of 
the building contract which usually ended with preparing the tim
bers and framing. The work of the Georgetown men was done; 
doubtless raisings were an old story to them; they would receive no 
pay for labor after the framing; while, if they remained for that 
occasion, they would be forced to be absent from home on the Sab
bath. If it be assumed that Dr. Jeremiah Spofford in his letter to 
Judge Parker inadvertently used the term "raised the house," in
stead of "framed," as is entirely possible in quoting a conversation 
had with his father seventy years before, which latter word he used 
earlier in his letter-" work on the frame "-it will appear that the 
Spoffords and Haskell might well have been far on their way to 
Georgetown while the raising was going on at Jaffre:y. 

2. That because the work might not have been fully completed 
in one day it would not have been commenced on Saturday. It has 
been mentioned above in one case (Francestown) that the frame re
mained uncovered for several years after raising; and certainly it can
not be maintained that, if the Meeting-house had been raised on 
Thursday, all necessary work would have been completed in two more 
days. In fact the building was not satisfactorily completed until 
at least twenty-five years later. (See Meeting-house and Minister.) 
Last and perhaps most important, the impressive ridgepole cere
monies customarily were carried out in the presence of the assembled 
multitude as a proof that their work was good and would stand. 

3. That it was improbable that the guns of Bunker Hill could have 
been heard at such a distance. This "improbability" is entirely 
discredited by undisputed evidence that the sound of this cannonade 
was heard not only in the vicinity of Jaffrey but even farther away 
from the scene of action, and that undoubted records exist of the 
transmission of such sounds for distances of over one hundred miles 
when atmospheric conditions are favorable. 

That atmospheric conditions were favorable at this time is shown 
by the records. Ridpath's History of the United States records that 
Prescott's men working upon the breastworks on Bunker Hill dis
tinctly heard the "All's Well!" of the sentinels as they paced the 
decks of the British warships in the harbor. From the History of 
Groton, Massachusetts, it is learned that Colonel Prescott, anxious 



176 HISTORY OF JAFFREY 

lest the work of his men be discovered prematurely by the enemy, 
went back and forth between hill and shore and was reassured by 
hearing at intervals the monotonous call. The cannonade on Satur
day and Sunday was reported to have been the heaviest ever carried 
on in the history of the world up to that time, being heaviest toward 
noon of Saturday and pointed to the northwest in the general direc
tion of Jaffrey. All historians agree that it was bright warm weather 
under a cloudless sky, so no thunderstorms could have misled anxious 
listeners. 

The following authentic records indicate the distances at which 
the sound of the cannon was heard: 

a. Jeremiah Spofford and his companions heard the noise at 
Townsend, Massachusetts, two-thirds of the distance from Boston 
to Jaffrey. 

b. In Winchendon, Massachusetts, ten miles south of Jaffrey, 
tradition has preserved a story similar to that current in Jaffrey. 

c. On June 17, 1852, Dublin, adjoining Jaffrey on the north, cele
brated its centennial. Dr. Jeremiah Morse, of Walpole, New Hamp
shire, a native of Dublin, was unable to attend the celebration but 
sent an interesting letter in which he related that, as a boy, he had 
"heard old Mr. Johnson, his neighbor, say that on the seventeenth 
of June, seventy-seven years ago today [1775] he was half-hilling his 
corn and every time he stopped to rest and lean on his hoe-handle he 
could hear the distant roar of the cannon that was dealing death on 
the heights of Bunker Hill." 

d. The History of Washington, New Hampshire, records, "Jacob 
Burbank, a farmer, stated that he heard the firing at Bunker Hill 
on the seventeenth of June." 

e. Colonel James Ripley, a settler in Cornish, New Hampshire, 
forty miles north of Jaffrey, wrote his sister in 1821, "We arrived in 
Cornish on the fourteenth day of June, 1775; and on the seventeenth 
the sound of cannon fired at Bunker Hill thundered through the 
woods." 

f. On June 19, 1775, President Eleazar Wheelock of Dartmouth 
College (Hanover is nearly twice the distance from Bunker Hill to 
Jaffrey Common) wrote to Governor Trumbull of Connecticut, 
"Last Saturday and Sabbath we heard the noise of cannon, we sup
pose at Boston, and we are now impatient to be informed of the oc
casion and the event." At the same time, with a slip of date common 
to diarists, he records in his diary," June 16 (Saturday) The noise of 
cannon supposed to be at Boston heard all day 17. the same report of 
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cannon, we wait with impatience to learn the occasion and the event." 
In a note to the History of Hanover and Dartmouth C allege, by Pro

fessor Chase, it is recorded: "The sounds of cannon was heard that 
day in other towns, in Hartford, Vt., Lebanon and Plymouth, N. H. 
They were first noticed by one of the Indians, David Simmons, a 
Narragansett of the class of 1777, who chanced to be lying with his 
ear to the ground and afterwards by others whose attention he called 
to them. They were universally attributed to the battle of Bunker 
Hill and were certainly contemporaneous with it-they could, indeed, 
have come from no other source-strange as the facts appear they 
are too well authenticated to be doubted." 

g. Reverend Laban Ainsworth, first pastor of the Jaffrey church, 
was a student at Dartmouth College in 1775; and among a collection 
of Ainsworth family papers, written apparently by a grandson about 
the time of the venerable preacher's death in 1858 is the following: 
"It must have been early in the season when he came to Hanover, 
for he has frequently related that while he was there he heard the 
report of the ordnance at the battle of Bunker Hill. He said his at
tention was called to it by an Indian who was with him at college. 
He scooped up a little earth with his hand, then lay flat upon the 
ground with his ear in the excavation, when he could hear the sound 
with perfect distinctness." 

Science records extraordinary distances at which sounds have been 
heard, far greater than the distance from Charlestown to Jaffrey. 
The greatest distance of which a record has been found is of a can
nonade at Antwerp, heard at the Eisgebirge Mountains three hun
dred and seventy miles away. Professor Benjamin Pierce, of Har
vard University, in his Natural Philosophy published in 1836 states, 
"Guns fired at Carlscroom were heard across the southern extremity 
of Sweden as far as Denmark, a distance of at least one hundred and 
twenty miles. The cannonade of a sea fight between the English 
and Dutch in 1672 was heard a distance of upwards of two hundred 
miles." Judge Parker remarks upon the New Ipswich Hills, as a 
certain barrier to sound waves; but in Notes and Queries, Series 4, 
Vol. II, page 23, is the information that the guns of Gettysburg were 
heard at Greensburg, Pennsylvania, a distance of one hundred and 
twenty-eight miles, with seven ranges of the Allegheny Mountains 
between. The evidence could be multiplied many-fold. 

But the most convincing evidence of the truth of the story seems 
to lie in its prevalence in Jaffrey, to the extent that it was mentioned 
as a fact both by Dr. Cutter, the historian, and by Miss Mary I. Fox, 
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daughter of an early settler, on the very occasion on which Judge 
Parker sought to discredit it. Edward H. Bailey, grandson of Oliver 
Bailey who attended the raising at the age of seven, repeated in his 
ninety-fourth year the story of hearing the guns as told to him by his 
grandfather, even to the detail that the sound was particularly no
ticeable at the noon intermission, although Mr. Bailey never in
formed himself, so he said, that, as a fact of history, the cannonade 
was of "redoubled intensity" at that hour. Mr. Bailey also heard 
the story from his aunt, Ruth (Perkins) Stone, born in 1782 and 
daughter of one of the pioneers who fought at Lexington. (See Vol. 
II.) Alfred Sawyer (see Biography) when a boy lived as neighbor to 
Colonel Benjamin Prescott, who came to Jaffrey in 1772 and raised 
his own two-story dwelling a few days before the battle of Bunker 
Hill. Questioned in his ninety-second year, Mr. Sawyer, with the 
fire of conviction in his voice said, "Judge Parker was wrong; I heard 
the story a hundred times and always in the same way. They heard 
those guns when they were raising the Meeting-house." William B. 
Robbins, great grandson of William Turner (see Vol. II), member of 
the committee chosen to build the meeting-house, was equally em
phatic, saying, "Judge Parker never convinced me." 

What were the attendant circumstances which embedded the oc
currence so deeply in the recollections of the fathers that they repeated 
the identical story so many times around their firesides without ap
parent collusion? They had a special reason to associate the town's 
greatest event with the date because, like the signs and omens that 
accompany great events, the thunder of guns, borne by some mysteri
ous agency across woods and mountains, came to their ears. There 
was scarcely a cloud in the sky, yet at intervals all day they heard 
with growing anxiety a heavy sound as of thunder down in the direc
tion of Boston. But it could not be thunder. They had never heard 
its like before and yet they knew it for what it meant. It was the 
unmistakable rumble of distant guns. It was a time of intense 
anxiety; their military spirit shortly before had been aroused by the 
alarm from Concord and Lexington and sixteen of the town's young 
men were now in service near Boston whence came those ominous 
sounds so long continued that it might mean the destruction of the 
city and with it their little untrained army. They must wait in sus
pense for days before they could learn the cause of the firing and its 
result. Can it be supposed that they would connect these portentious 
sounds with an experience such as this if the raising had been on 
Thursday with the battle on Saturday? 
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That something stirred the people to the depths is shown by their 
immediately subsequent action. A town meeting had been called 
for Tuesday, June 20, 1775, to elect officers for a military company as 
ordered by the provincial Congress the preceding month. Just be
fore this meeting was to be held, something of such an alarming 
nature occurred that a good share of the townspeople came together 
on Monday, June nineteenth and elected the officers called for in 
anticipation of the town meeting legally called for the next day. What 
occasioned this illegal action is indicated on the town books, recorded 
so hastily that not even the month or year is noted, as "an alarm 
from the Armey and it was thought proper for severe! resons to choose 
Military Officers." (See Militia.) The confusion resultant upon 
this summary action and the action of the next day in choosing 
"other officers which makes a Discord in the Company" required 
regular action by the town a week later. But what was this "alarm 
from the Armey" if not the unexplained sound of cannon which, 
upon conference seemed to require forthright protection from the 
unknown danger? Henry Coffeen, who furnished rum for the rais
ing, was chosen captain; Roger Gilmore, chairman of the raising com
mittee, was first lieutenant; Jonathan Stanley, active at the raising, 
was second lieutenant. Everything points to the conclusion that 
the military action taken resulted directly and at once (after the 
Sabbath) from the alarm received at the raising on Saturday. 

Judge Parker said that the old tradition may be given up without 
a sigh-that neither the Meeting-house nor the battle will suffer by 
it. But there is something here the loss of which cannot be afforded. 
Both the battle and the Meeting-house have suffered from his well
meant but poorly-substantiated statement. The record should be 
set right if it may be done with truth. There is in the story of the 
rude town-makers raising their Meeting-house on Jaffrey Common 
on that fateful day in June, 1775, with thunder-heads of war on the 
horizon and the deep diapason of those distant guns, an epic strain 
unsensed by the legal mind of Judge Parker, which made them tell 
it by every fireside for a hundred years and which will keep it alive 
while the town endures. 

The framing of the Jaffrey Meeting-house is a credit to Samuel 
Adams and his relatives and assistants from Georgetown. There is 
character in every line and honesty in every tenon and joint. Bow
man F. Cann, a master-workman of experience, who carried out the 
restoration of the old house in 1923 says, "I do not find any ties, bolts 
or any other iron work; everything is mortice and tenon and firmly 
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pinned. All joints are perfect and the long chord timbers have a 
slight crown, showing the stability of the whole construction after 
one hundred and fifty years of gales." 

The story as told by the fathers may be repeated to coming genera
tions in full credence of its literal truth. The old Meeting-house is in 
itself a symbol of truth, and its honest workmanship should be an 
example and inspiration for those who build the town of the future. 
It stands today an illustration of what can be done with the good, 
sound beams grown in New England, in meeting-houses or in bodies
politic. 




